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JANUARY 3, 2012

Landmark Seminole School Celebrates 50 Years With A Reunion / Celebration
To celebrate its fiftieth anniversary, The Seminole Vocational Education Center (aka The “AG” Farm) will be holding a reunion on Saturday, January 21st from 9am to 5pm.  If you attended or worked at SVEC at any time during in the past fifty years, you’re encouraged to revisit your school and friends and share your memories.  The public (and pets!) are also welcome.  Instructors will be on hand to answer questions and classes will be available to tour; video diary booths will be set up to record comments and well wishes, hay rides and games will be going on throughout the day as well as live music from area musicians and a special concert from The Voices of Jazz, a 22 piece swing / big band.  Enjoy food from Joto’s Pizza, Kona Ice and an assortment of foods prepared by the Kiwanis Club of Seminole.  SVEC is located at 12611 86th Ave at 125th Street in Seminole, next door to Bauder Elementary and just up the street from Seminole High School.  For more information, our phone number is 545-6405 and our website is www.mysvec.com. Come check out one of Pinellas County’s best kept educational secrets!

__________________________________________________

Back in 1961,  Seminole resident William (Bill) E. Moore enacted a vision for the future or agriculture education in Pinellas County by leasing one acre of property and helping found what would eventually become the Seminole Vocational Education Center. 

Originally made up of nothing more wilderness and pine scrubs, students and teachers were instrumental in helping clear the land and build the labs, classrooms and shops. Opening in 1961, the “Ag Farm” as it was then named, was attended by students from Largo and Seminole high schools. 

Even in its infancy, the Ag Farm was committed to more than agriculture. It wasn’t long before the dedicated staff and their approximately 60 students had built a poultry house, a beef cattle barn, a large main building with two classrooms, a workshop and more. Land was cleared for vegetable farming and citrus and a pond was stocked with bass and brim. Veterinary science courses were offered which gave students real-world experience raising horses, steers, goats, pigs and other livestock.
Jesse Johnson, a prominent Seminole nursery operator and recognized today as the “Father of Seminole”, was not only influential in enlisting community support but also gave freely of his time and resources to helping the center prosper.

Ambition in fact was a characteristic of all persons involved with the Ag Farm. Students in the Future Farmers of America (FFA) organization were quick to earn recognition from the state.  In 1964, FFA Advisor Fred Body traveled with his officers to the annual state meeting and among his delegation was a young lady named Hadi Belle Timberlake, the first female member of SVEC’s FFA. Never before had there been a female in the Florida Organization.
Little has ever discouraged the staff and students at what once was known as the Ag Farm. The school has seen continued expansion, growth and change. Still known affectionately by some as the Ag Farm, the school’s name was first changed to the Pinellas Vocational Agriculture Center and today is known as Seminole Vocational Education Center. But the name isn’t all that’s changed.
In the late 1970’s, SVEC took a broader approach to hands-on education by offering classes in diesel mechanics and small-gas engines and in 1985 a new facility was constructed which became home to classes for electrical wiring, carpentry, floristry, cabinet making and commercial arts as well as an administrative suite. 

In addition to offering its main core of vocational training classes, from 1989 to 2005, SVEC was also home to the TEAM program which assisted drop-out students graduate on time. These English, science and math courses were specifically designed to help at-risk students catch up on credits missed.  

Today’s SVEC serves nearly 450 secondary students from Largo, Seminole and Osceola high schools who can select courses from two vocational program areas: agribusiness and natural resources education and trade and industrial education. Programs include Small and Large animal Veterinary Sciences, Carpentry, Electricity, Commercial & Digital Arts, Environmental Technology, Horticultural and Alternative Energy Solutions. Today’s SVEC is geared towards the serious, career focused student interested in multi-level elective courses  which challenge their intellect and put them in an environment which often mimics what occurs on real job sites.

SVEC now offers industry certification in the fields of Carpentry, Electricity and Commercial Arts and is currently home to an active (and the only) FFA chapter in Pinellas County. FFA students often take top honors in the Florida State Fair livestock competitions and regularly place in top spots during State FFA competitions and State fair showcases. Students also have an opportunity to join via the SkillsUSA student organization. The 2010 – 2011 school year saw SVEC students win more gold and silver medals in regional, state and National SkillsUSA competition than ever before. 

If you’re interested in more information about our school, please visit us at www.mysvec.com or phone727- 545-6405
